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Frassanelle
Conte Papafava

The historical estate of Frassanelle is an undisclosed oasis of peace whithin the Veneto
region. The 150 hectare property consists of a Venetian Villa, a 19th century english-style
park, a carefully designed 18 hole golf course and organically grown land. It lies 20 km
south of Padua within easy reach of the famous historic villas of the Veneto, many of them
built by the great Italian architect Andrea Palladio, as well as the northern Italian cities of
Venice (50 km), Vicenza (23 km), Verona (90 km), Ferrara (80 km), Mantua (98 km) and
the Lake district.

Frassanelle reveals its delights slowly and elegantly. Leaving the hurly-burly of Venice
behind you, the drive takes you on a simple country road through a 19th century English-style
park and 50 hectares of organically cultivated land.
The main villa will appear dramatically on top of one of the hills, as though shielding the 18th
century agricultural centre of the estate and the beautifully restored farmhouse, La
Bencontenta, which can now be rented by the week. The estate of Frassanelle has belonged to
the Counts Papafava since the 13th century, well over 700 years.

The ãfattoriaÒ farm buildings of the estate are surrounded by the English style park,
organically grown fields and - literally bordering on the estate - the Natural Park of the
Euganean hills.
The striking main building with a columned courtyard was built in the 18th century, some
alterations dating from the 19th century. What used to be granarys, storerooms and living
quarters of the employees have now been turned into comfortable and well-equipped
apartments.
Most attractive feature of the building is the courtyard with its elegant loggia articulated by a
series of columns, which are grown with a profusion of geraniums and lemon trees in antique
terracotta vases. Tables and chairs will invite you to spend some time here, reading-up your
guide books while having breakfast or relaxing with a glass of the excellent local red wine
after a rewarding day of sight-seeing.
Some of the other outhouses have been turned into equestrian stables which house race
horses. The wine cellar is now a reception room which is rented out for weddings or other
festivities. Our guests have not been bothered by either, but you should however be aware of
the other activities on the premises.

The golf club is considered the best in the area. Two further 18 hole golf courses - "Golf Club
Montecchia" and "Golf Club Padova" - can be reached in less than 15 minutes by car.
Reduced green fees for our guests. The club house - a cleverly converted farm building with a
very pleasant restaurant - serves excellent light lunches and full dinners.
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Golf
The Frassanelle Golf Club - is situated on the estate of Frassanelle, amidst gentle hills near the
thermal zone of Abano and Montegrotto. The Golf course Frassanelle covers over 490 acres and
provides a clubhouse - a converted 17th century country house - bar, restaurant, driving range, Putting
green, Pitching green and a pro-shop. The club is open throughout the year.
Via Frassanelle 22, 35030 Rovolon, tel. +39 049 9910722  Fax  +39 049 9910691,
http://www.golffrassanelle.it, info@golffrassanelle.it

Golf Course: Par 72 - 18 holes,
Length: Men 6180 mt. / Women 5438 mt.

The Course: Big open spaces are alternated with woods and a beautiful lake. Marco Croze drew out a
course with 18 holes adding some difficulties to the already existent one ensuring the golfer full
involvement in every hole.
The architecture together with the characteristics of the landscape make the Golf Club Frassanelle one
of the most "English" Golf Clubs in the Veneto region.

Daily Fees : The guests of the estate of Frassanelle are granted a discount on the greenfees of the
Frassanelle Golf Course. Payment needs to be made in cash.

Please make your reservations ahead of time (2 weeks ahead) via fax to the Golf Club tel. +39 049
9910722, fax +39 049 9910691 indicating the date, number of persons and eventual extras (clubs, car)
and that you are guests of the Frassanelle estate.

The Veneto has 18 golf courses all in all (see the website below), 2 of which are in the nearest vicinity
Golf della Montecchia and the Padova Golf Club are more or less 10 minutes by car. Web site with
full description of the golf courses in the Veneto:
http://www.english.abanolink.it/fitnessesport/golf/golf.asp

Golf La Montecchia  (Selvazzano Dentro): based on a project by Tom Macauley - President of the
British Association of Golf Course Architects - lies below the Castello della Montecchia.
It is a modern course built over a surface of about 820.000 sqare meters landscaped with ondulations
and several lakes.
The course (27 holes par 72 with a development of 6318 metres) is completely flat, very technical and
requires a good concentration from the golfer who has to pay particular attention to the water obstacles
that make the play more demanding.
Tel. 0039-049-8055550, Fax 0039-049-8055737, www.golfmontecchia.it

Padua Golf Club, too, is no more than ten minutes by car from La Montecchia. With its 18 holes (par
72, SSS 72, length 6.053 m) it constitutes a third attractive alternative for golfers.
http://www.golfpadova.it
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Other Sports

Tennis:
¥ Selvazzano, Via Montecchia,  049 637866

They have 4 hard courts and the cost per hour for the court is ! 5,50. The management of the tennis
club can also supply rackets, please let them know 2 days ahead.
2 courts are available between 3 pm and 8 pm. From 8 pm to 11 pm, 3 courts are available. Please
book ahead.
A trainer is also available, cost depends on whether the lessons are individual or for a group of people.
The telephone number is 049-8055740.

¥ Abano Terme, Via Colli Euganei 22, tel.049 812411

Swimming pools:
In Montegrotto Terme we recommend 2 beautiful pools with wonderful views onto the Eugenean hills:

¥ Hotel Petrarca: Montegrotto, Piazza Roma 23, tel 049 8911744 (25 m. outdoor pool)
¥ Hotel Preistoriche: Montegrotto, Via Castello 5, tel 049 793477 (irregular shaped pool, partly

inside, partly outdoors.)

Horse Riding: Alfa Farm: Longare, V. S. Gaetaneo 28, tel 0444 555418 / portable: 339 8465458
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Daily Life
The closest villages to Frassanelle are:
Montemerlo: (as you leave the property turn right in Via Frassanelle, drive ahead until the stop, turn
right: you are in Via Roma, keep driving straight ahead, this road leads you to the village).
Bresseo: (after the village of Montemerlo go on and turn left towards Padova, from the stop in Via
Frassanelle is the third road on your left, keep going until the stop, the main road in front is Via
Euganea shops are on your left and rhight hand side).
Bastia: (as you leave the gate turn left in Via Frassanelle, keep going until you reach the stop, turn
left: you are in Via Roma, if you keep going you will reach the center of Bastia with the church in
front of you).

Nearest Supermarket with very good Butcher:
Discount, Montemerlo, Via Roma 156, (049 9915822). Open from Monday to Saturday 8.30am-
12.30pm / 4pm-7.30pm. Closed on Wednesday afternoon. (after the stop in Via Frassanelle 200 m on
your left)

Other Supermarkets:
Il Punto: Bresseo - Via Euganea 29/31, (049 9900046). Open from Monday to
Saturday 8am-12,45pm / 3.30pm-7.30pm. Closed Wednesday afternoon. (at the stop turn left, it is
immediatelly on your left)
Al“: Montegalda, Via 2 Giugno 4, (0444 737707) open from Monday to Saturday 8.30am-12.45pm /
3.30pm-17.45pm. Closed Wednesday afternoon. (on the road towards the MILAN-VENICE motorway
it is on your left hand side).

Supermarket open over lunchtime:
Billa: Selvazzano, V.Euganea 146 (049 8056058) open from Monday to Saturday 8am-8pm. (from
Bresseo driving towards Padova is on your left 200 m after the traffic lights of  the village of
Selvazzano).
Le Brentelle in Sarmeola di Rubano. Open until 10pm. This supermarket is close to the exit Padova
Ovest, and therfore convenient if you have spend the day in Venice. Indications: as you leave the
autostradata, turn left towards Vicenza. Follow the indications for Vicenza and Rovigo. When you are
on the road SS11, after 11 red lights Le Brentelle is on your left.

Supermarkets and Markets open on Sunday:
Centre of Bastia: SundayÕs market: you can find everything you need from food to clothes.
Aliper: Abano Terme, Via Previtali, 30 (049 8668222) open every day of the week 9/20.
Reach Bresseo and take a left turn after the stop towards Padova, keep going straight until the traffic
light, turn left towards Abano. This will take you to the by-pass of Abano. Turn right, keep going
straight ahead past 4 crossroads and then turn to your left following the signs for ÒAliperÓ. You will
find the shopping mall to your right.

Organic Food:
Antica Fattoria, Bresseo, V. Montemerlo 6 A (049 9901753) open from Monday to Saturday 8.30am-
12.30pm / 3pm-7.30pm. (before the stop on your left hand side).

Butcher:
Beghin: Bresseo, Via Euganea 48, (049 9900008) open from Monday to Saturday 7am-1pm;
Thursday, Friday and Saturday also 3.30pm-7pm. (before the stop).
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Fish:
Belmar: Bresseo, Via Euganea 74, (049 9903561) open from Tuesday to Saturday 8am-12.30pm,
Thursday and Friday 4pm-5.30pm (at the stop turn left towards Teolo, 200 m ahead on your left)

Baker:
Magagnin, Bastia, Via Roma 21 (049 9910605) open from Monday to Saturday 7am-1pm/4pm-7pm.
Closed Wendsday afternoon. (before the traffic light on your right hand side).

Pastries and Cakes:
Magagnin, Bastia, Via Roma 21 (049 9910097) open 7,30-13/15-19,30 closed in the afternoon on
Wednesday and Sunday.

Take Away Pizza:
Bastia: Chaplin, Via Roma 7, tel. 049 9910524 open every day except from Tuesday 17,30-22. Just
before the traffic light on your left hand side.
Fossona: Party Pizza, Via Roma 126, tel. 9916014 open from Tuesday to Sunday 18-22. after the
traffic light on your left hand side near the Post Office.

Markets:
Sunday: Bastia, from 8am to 1pm.
Monday: Montegalda, from 8am to 1pm.
Tusday: Bresseo, from 8 amto 1pm.
Wednesday: Grisignano, from 8am to 1pm
Thesday: Saccolongo, from 8am to 1pm
Saturday: Padova, Prato della Valle, all day long.

Banks:
Cassa Risparmio Padova e Rovigo: Montemerlo, V. Roma (319 049 9903100) open 8.20am-1.20pm /
2.35pm-3.35pm (in front of the church).
Cassa Risparmio Padova e Rovigo: Bastia, V. Roma 64C (049 9910007) open 8.20am-1.20pm /
2.35pm-3.35pm (before the trafic light on your left hand side).

Post Office:
Montemerlo, V. Repoise 1 (049 9900991) open from Monday to Friday 8.20am to 2pm, Saturday
8.20am to 1pm.

Bike Rentals:
Euganeabike: Bresseo, Via Euganea 16, (049 9901557)

Taxi:
Mr. Costantin 049 9902011

Car Mechanic:
Montemerlo: Zuin Carlo, Via Roma 323, Tel. 049 9900503 open from Monday to Saturday 8am to
12,30pm / 2.30pm to 7pm. After the new church in the big square on your left hand side in proximity
of the gas station.

Limousine Sevice:
Abano Terme: Catav Largo Marconi, Tel. 049 8669345 Fax 049 8669581

Car Rental:
Padova: MAGGIORE, Piazzale Stazione 15/bis (Square in front of the main station) Padova
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Tel. 049 8752852

Dry Cleaner:
Bastia: Pulisecco Nicoletta, Via Euganea 68, tel. 9900166 open from Tuesday to Saturday 8,30-
12,30/15,30-19,30. At the stop turn left and immediately on your right hand side near the hairdresser.

Ladies and Gentlmen Hairdresser:
Bresseo: Line Effe di Frison Claudio, Via Euganea 50, tel. 049 9900330 open from Tuesday to Friday
9-12,30/15-19 Saturday 9-19. at the stop turn left and immediately on your right hand side near the dry
cleaner.

Beautycian-Cosmetician:
Montemerlo: Centro Estetico Romina, Via Roma 47/e, tel. 049 9914062 open from Tuesday to Friday
9-19,30 Saturday 9-15. After the new church in the big square on your right hand side.
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Wine and Food

Culinary Matters. In most, but not all, of the Euganean Hills - some are just wooded - there are
restaurants, trattorias and taverns providing delicious local food. Gallina padovana (chicken ̂  la
Padua), for instance, coniglio (rabbit), polenta con soppressa (polenta with brawn), risotto with erbe
dei colli (wild local herbs) or baccalˆ (salt cod). And, of course, pasta in all its variations. To conclude,
a formaggio asuago or a grano padano. Guests dine in the midst of locals, delighting in the fragrant
forest air.

WINE BARS AND ENOTECAS

Jolly Bar, Via Roma 3, Bastia Ð Tel. 049 9910002
Next to the red lights of Bastia. They have an excellent choice of Italian wines with more than a 100
different labels.
Open from 7am to 12 pm, except for Thursdays 7am to 8pm. Closed on Monday.

Wine Bar Godenda, Via Squarcione 4, Padova, Tel. 049 8774192.
Located in a side street of the Piazza delle Erbe, this elegant and modern wine bar serves a good
selection of wine to accompany tasteful apetizers and dishes. Open from 10am to midnight. Closed on
Sunday.

La Corte dei Leoni, Via P. dÕAbano 1, Padova, tel. 049 8750083
We suggest this place for its large selection of wines and good dishes. Full meal excl. of wines Euro
30-35. Tables are set out in the courtyard in summer. Closed on Sunday and Monday lunch.

Istinto, Via San Clemente 8/10, Padova, tel. 049 8764711.
Trendy bar with large choice of wine by the glass. Good paninis and apetizers. The kitchen is behind a
large glass pane. Open from 8am to 1am. Closed on Tuesday.

La Mia Cantina, Piazzale Santa Croce 21, Padova, tel. 049 8801330 (this is a shop, no tasting here).
Open from 8am to 1.30pm and from 4pm to 8pm, closed on Sundays and Mondays.

Enoteca Severino, via del Santo 44, Padova, tel. 049 650697
Wine shop with tasting.
Open 10am to 1pm and 5pm to 9pm. Closed on Sunday.

WINE ESTATES

Castello della Montecchia, Via Montecchia 16 Ð 35030 Selvazzano Dentro. Tel. 049 637294. Wine
shop and tasting.
This estate has been winning international accolades over the past 10 years. The owners Emo
Capodilista are first cousins of the Papafava family. A visit to the winery can be combined with the
visit of the famous 16th century VILLA CAPODILISTA which lies on the same estate (see our chapter
SURROUNDINGS). For further information visit the website www.l amont ecchi a. i t . Rentals on
the estate of Montecchia are handled by Trust&Travel.
To reach La Montecchia, in the village of Bresseo turn right towards Padova. Turn left towards La
Montecchia at the first red lights you will come across.
Open from March 15 to November 15, on Wednesdays and Saturdays at 4 pm and 5.30 pm. Meeting
point is in front of the wine shop of the estate. The tour of the Villa is followed by a visit to the rural
museum on the premises and a tasting of the wines of the estate.
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Vigna Alta, Villa dei Vescovi, Luvigliano. Wine shop and tasting. One of the best estates of the
Eugenean hills.
After Montemerlo follow the indications for Tre Ponti and then Luvigliano. Once you have reached
the walls which surround this famous property, turn right. The estates shop is on the left of the
entrance to the villa. Open 10.30am to 1.30pm and 2pm to 7pm. Closed on Sundays. For visits to the
Villa dei Vescovi see our chapter SURROUNDINGS.

CHEESE

Enrico Grandis, Via Carbonare 45, Montegalda
Excellent fresh and matured cheeses produced from organically raised goats. Inquire with Francesca
Papafava for opening hours.

DISTILLERIES

Brunello, Via Giuseppe Roi 27, Montegalda, Tel. 0444 737253
Excellent distillati and fruit conserved in grappa.
In Montegalda turn right towards Vicenza. You will find the distillery to the left after 1 km, next to the
restaurant Culatta.

RESTAURANTS IN THE AREA

Top range

3 Michelin stars ***
Le Calandre Ð Statale Padova Vicenza Ð Loc. Sarmeola Ð Rubano Ð  Tel. 049/630303
Go to Fossona, at the trafic light turn right towards Padova, keep going straight ahead, at the first
traffic light turn left toward Mestrino, keep following the main road until you are on the Statale
Padova-Vicenza (SS 11), turn right towards Padova. The restaurant is in Rubano on your left hand
side.

1 Michelin star *

Relais Club della Montecchia: Tel 049-8055323
Via Montecchia, 16 Selvazzano Dentro
The Golf Club hosts one of the better restaurants in the area. It is run by the family Alaimo, the owners
of the famous 3 star restaurant Le Calandre. First class food and wine list. Closed on Monday.
Average prices exclusive of wine ! 35-40. Credit Cards accepted. Our guests are granted a 10%
discount. Please mention that you are staying with us when booking, or at the latest, when you arrive
at the restaurant.
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Middle range

NEAREST SURROUNDINGS

Frassanelle Golf club restaurant - tel. 049/5226056
The restaurant of the Frassanelle Golf Clun lies whithin the property. A rural setting as well as
wonderful views onto the Eugenean hills make it a pleasant choice. The cuisine is simple and of
excelletn quality, all ingredients are fresh and vary according to the season.
Lunch A: a first course (i.e. pasta), water, a glass of wine, coffee, bread:!   9,00
Lunch B: a second course (i.e. meat), water, a glass of wine, coffee, bread: ! 14,00
Dinenr: full dinner ! 30,00 plus drinks
Closed on Monday, the week of Ferragosto (around August 15th) and the week of New Year.

Il Pozzetto, Tel. 049 9915395
Via Pozzetto 64, Bastia
At the gate turn to the right, at the stop sign turn right again. The restaurant is immediately to your
right. Largish restaurant with garden, simple Italian cooking. We like the gnocchi, tagliatelle ai piselli
freschi (pasta with fresh peas), the faraona arrosto (roasted guinea fowl). Cost between 18 and 25
Euros. Closed on Monday evening and all of Tuesday.

Agriturismo La Buona Terra, Tel. 049 991 5497
Via Repoise 73, Montemerlo
At the red lights of Fossona turn towards Padova, then take the first turn to the right and follow the
indications. Country fare, with local specialities, organic and very tasty food.
Open every day at lunch: menu Euro 16. In the evenings open between Tuesday and Sunday, only
open if you book ahead, full meal Euro 25.

Agriturismo Trambacche, Tel. 049 900 3406
Via Chiesa 30, Trambacche
At the red lights of Fossona  turn to the right in direction of Padova. At the next red lights turn to the
left  towards Mestrino, before the bridge turn to the right.
A rather special place, elegant in style. In summer meals are served under the loggia. We like the lamb
in bread crust (agnello in crosta di pane). Full meal Euro 20 to 26.
Open: Thursday and Friday for dinner, Saturday and Sunday lunch and dinner.

Trattoria da Cirillo, Tel 0444 636025
Via F. Lampertico 13, Montegaldella
www.t rat tor i adaci r i l l o. i t
Drive to Montegaldella, turn to the left towards Nanto and Bastia. Keep driving for another 1,3 km,
you will come upon the restaurant on the left.
Excellent restaurant known for its Baccalˆ (cod) Vicenza style. Cost between Euro 30 and 35.
Closed in August, Wednesday evening and all of Thursday.

Trattoria Culata, Tel. 0444 636033
Via G. Roi 47, Montegalda
Drive to Montegalda, turn to the right towards Vicenza. The restaurant lies on this road after about 1
km. Excellent traditional trattoria famous for its baccalˆ, mushroom soup and pasticcio della casa
(oven baked pasta). Average Euro 25 per head.
Open every lunch except Tuesday, and in the evenings of Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday.
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Da Mario Ð Corso delle Terme 4, Montegrotto Terme - Tel. 049-794090
This is one of our favourites in the area. The extremely high quality of the dishes are based on
traditional recipes and the wine list is excellent. Average price for a full meal Euro 32 excl. of wine,
closed on Tuesdays and Wednesday lunch, credit cards accepted.
Drive to Bresseo, turn left towards Padova and then right towards Abano. As you reach the large by-
pass of Abano, turn right towards Montegrotto. As you reach Montegrotto keep going, Mario is
opposite the Hotel Garden.

Trattoria al Sasso Ð Via Ronco- Castelnuovo Ð Tel. 049-9925073
Slightly more elegant country restaurant in Eugenean hills with excellent food and wine list. The
scenic drive as well as what you find upon arrival make this a worthwhile visit.
Average price Euro 30 excl. of wine, closed on Wednesdays, during the week only open for dinner, on
weekends lunch and dinner. Credit cards accepted.
To reach the restaurant drive to Bresseo and turn right towards Teolo. In Teolo take the left turn
towards Castelnuovo.
Pizzerias:

La Cascina, Tel. 049 9900 709
Via Euganea 27, Bresseo
Closed on Monday and Saturday lunch. Pizzas only in the evenings.
Drive to Bresseo, turn left towards Padova, shortly thereafter on the right next to the football field.

EUGANEAN HILLS

Ristorante Sapio Ð Via Madonetta 2/C Ð Este Ð 0429-602565
To reach the  town of Este drive to Bastia and follow the indications for V˜ and Este.

Ristorante Antica Torre Ð Via Cornaro 11 Ð Este 0429-3484
To reach the  town of Este drive to Bastia and follow the indications for V˜ and Este and finally for
Montagnana. As you reach the small locality of Ponte della Torre turn left.

Ristorante La Torre Ð Piazza Mazzini 14 Ð Monselice 0429-73752
From Abano Terme follow the indications to Monselice

Ristorante La Montanella Ð Via Costa 33 Ð Arquˆ Petrarca 0429-718200 closed on Tuesday evening
and Wednesday all day.
To reach Arquˆ Petrarca drive to Bastia, follow the indications for V˜ and then Arquˆ Petrarca.

PADOVA

L'Anfora Tel. 049-656629
Via die Soncin, 13 Padova Centro
Osteria and wine bar in the center of town. At lunch they serve a small variety of well chosen dishes at
low prices, whereas in the evening it becomes a meeting point for aficionados who gather around the
famous spuncioni (warm and cold apetizers). There is a wide range of choice - meat, fish and
vegetables. No tables outside. Average price excl. of wine  EUR 25. Credit cards accepted. Closed on
Sundays.
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Caff• Pedrocchi, Via 8 Febbraio 8 Padova Centro
Historical coffee house in the old center of Padova, famous throughout Italy, you should at least have
had a coffee here.

Osteria Dal Capo, Via degli Obizzi 2, Tel. 049 663105
Choice of typical venetian dishes served in a fresh and pleasant surrounding. No tables outdoors.
Average cost excl. of wine Euro 25. Closed on Sunday.

La Vigna Ð specialised in fish. Riviera Paleocpa 94, Tel. 049 87 19 709.
Excellent fish dishes, allways fresh. Full meal excl. wine average Euro 50. Large outdoor area. Closed
on Thursday.

Pizzeria da Stecca, Via Giordano Bruno 42, Tel. 049 686463.
Large selection of pizzas, from the most traditional to suprising novelties.
Closed on Monday.

OTHER

Trattoria al Rio Ð Via del Molino 2 Ð Faedo di Cinto Euganeo 0429-94028
Turn left at the gate and at the first crossroads. Keep going straight following the indications to Bastia
and then towards Vo' Euganeo, and finally towards Faedo.

Trattoria Ponte di Riposo Ð Via Calti 37 Ð Zovon di VoÕ 049-9940082
Turn left at the gate and left again at the first crossroads following the indications towards Bastia and
then Vo' Euganeo.

Castelletto da Taparo Ð Via Castelletto 43, Torreglia (049-5211060). Good country restaurant with
honest simple home cooking and local wine. Closed Monday, last week of January and first week of
February.
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Surroundings

The Euganean Hills . For the most part a fertile plain, the hinterland of Venice does hold some
surprises in store: unexpectedly, about 20 km south-west of Padua, a group of solitary cone-shaped
hills suddenly rises, the Colli Euganei or Euganean Hills. They have something of volcanic craters
about them or of a natural wonder, as if some childish giant had played with damp lumps of earth and
had slung them across the land. Some are high and wooded, others no more than mounds, climbed in a
couple of minutes. Today the Colli are a protected regional park.

Excursions in the neighbourhood. Venetia is steeped in history and culture, towns like Padua,
Vicenza, Verona, Mantua, Ferrara and, of course, Venice are within easy reach. The numerous Veneto
villas, the Villeggiatura, are a real must. Now a brief history of how this came about.

When Venetian maritime trade declined in the course of the 16th century, Patrician families felt
compelled to rethink their old principle of "coltivar il mare, lasciar stare la terra" (cultivating the sea,
letting the land be) and remembered the hitherto neglected hinterland, the Terraferma. By reclaiming
the alluvial land and starting agricultural production, they had a second string to their bow, as it were.
But they would not have been the Venetians, had they not as a matter of course transferred their
customary civilized lifestyle to the country. This in turn meant that they had magnificent villas built in
the style of their urban palaces, but situated in the midst of their agricultural estates.
The most famous of these - La Badoera, La Malcontenta, La Rotonda, Villa Maser, Villa Emo and the
Villa Cornaro Rush, for instance - were designed by Andrea Palladio (1508-1580) who combined the
classical proportions of antiquity with the ground plans of the traditional Venetian palaces. Seventeen
are the work of Palladio, but on the Brenta Canal north of Padua alone there are 125 villas, many of
which evoke his vocabulary. The most outstanding among them are the Contarini Simes and Pisani
Villas - both more princely residences than villas in the strict sense - and La Malcontenta. They are all
easily accessible from Frassanelle. Many of them are open to the public.

Apart from the famous towns and the extraordinary villas, we suggest visiting some smaller towns, all
of them reachable in less than 1,5 hours by car. Bassano del Grappa lies below the Grappa mountain.
Close by Asolo is a medieval jewel located north of Bassano. Furthermore you have Marositica, a
fortified hamlet famous for the biennial chess game with human figures, held in commemoration of a
medieval challenge to win the hand of the chatelains daughter. Montagnana is one of the most famous
and better conserved medieval citadels of Europe. Possagno is where the world famous sculptor
Antonio Canova was born. In the museum next to the house where he was born shows the plaster
models and designs of his major works of art.

In half an hours distance:

Castello di San Martino : very close to Frassanelle, the oldest part of this small castle goes back to the
year 1000. Later on the Carraresi amplified the building. The Venetians used it as a port along the
river. Today the building has been transformed into a museum of the river Bacchiglione with finds
going from the age of iron to the middle ages.
Getting there: turn to the right towards Padova at the traffic lights in Fossona. The first toad to the left
is Via San Martino, the castle is a little futher down this road. The castle and the museum are open
April 1st to December 31st. Saturday 3pm to 7pm, Sunday 9an to 7pm. Tel. 049 9915425.

Abbey of Praglia: The terracotta-coloured Abazzia di Praglia nestles on Lonzina Hill. The largest
Benedictine abbey in Italy, this was founded in the 11th century, acquiring its present form - with the
exception of the older campanile - in the 15th century. Of particular interest are the cloisters and the
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Church of the Holy Virgin. The monks produce and sell honey, face creams, soaps and herbal teas.
Getting there: on the road to Padova, a little after Bresseo your will fnd indications to the right. Open:
guided tours every half hour from 2.30pm to 4.30 pm. Closed on mondays. Tel. 049 9900010

Abbazia di Carceri, Via Camaldoli 4, Carceri, tel. 0429 619777.
Very old and impressive abbey. The first church built here goes back to 1107. The abbey has a cloister
from the 1400Õ, beautifully decorated in Pietra dÕIstria (stone from Istria).
Open by reservation and on Sunday. In summer 10am to noon and 2pm to 7pm. In winter closes at
5pm.

La Campanella is a garden center founded by Anna Maria Sgarabottolo which specialises in old and
English roses. Only a few minutes from Frassanelle, before you reach Bastia, turn right towards
Cervarese S. Croce, keep going until you reach indications for both Bastia e Cervarese S. Croce. Turn
left here, the garden center is shortly thereafter to your left. Anna Maria has planted a beautiful rose
garden. In May, the garden is a true firework of colours and smells. Afficionados will find it
interesting in every season, here you will find a large selection of the most beautiful old roses and their
hybrids. Tel. 049 9910905 www.vivaiolacampanella.com

Villa Capodilista
Originally a hunting lodge built in 1568, this was the brainchild of Dario Varotari, a painter and
architect, pupil of Veronese. The rooms are covered in mannerist frescoes: scenes from mythology and
family history, putti, grotesques and vignettes. In keeping with the open, hilly situation, Varotari
designed a severely square building with identical facades, each with extended double-storey loggias.
The formal severity produces a delightful contrast with the playfully theatrical loggias, their frescos
and their elaborately decorated pediments. The internal layout of the rooms follows the symmetrical
principle. The four rooms on the ground floor and the four rooms on the first floor are connected by a
splendid staircase with four ramps. The basically square structure of the hedge-lined Italian garden is
broken up by semicircular extensions, so-called exedra. Villa Capodilista belong to the estate La
Montecchia, also handled by Trust&Travel.
Open from March 15 to November 15, on Wednesdays and Saturdays at 4 pm and 5.30 pm. Meeting
point is in front of the wine shop of the estate. The tour of the Villa is followed by a visit to the rural
museum of the property - a testimonial of the hard work which laid the foundations of todays
agriculture - and is followed by a tasting of the wines of the estate, which can be bought on the
premises.

Villa dei Vescovi, in Luvigliano : this beautiful villa with a loggia on two floors was built in the
1500Õ. Getting there: drive through Montemerlo e follow the indications for Teolo. At the stop cross
the road (SP 89) and continue towards Luvigliano. Open from March to November, Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 10.30am to 12.30pm and 2pm to 6pm. Tel. 049 5211118.

The gardens of  Villa Barbarigo, Valsanzibio: In the 1600Õs Antonio Barbarigo, brother of St.
Gregorio, enlargened and transformed the exterior of the villa by drawing out a large water garden
inspired by the antique Romans. The garden is decorated with 70 statues of which 40 are attributed to
Marengo. Furthermore there are 4 ponds, 3 water follies, 16 fountains and a boxwood maze.
Getting there: from Luvigliano drive towards Torreglia and then Valsanzibio. Open from March to
November, 9am to 1pm and 2pm until sunset. Tel. 049 9130042.

Villa Beatrice dÕEste, Monte Gemola; Baone: The Villa was given this name after the blessed
Beatrice dÕEste stayed here in the 12th century. At the time the building was a monastery. In the
1600Õs a Venetian merchant tranformed the religious building into a worldly Villa. The barchessa was
added in the 19th century. Today the Villa is the museum of the Colli Euganei. Open from April 1st to
September 30th, 9am to 7pm, October 1st to March 31st, 2.30pm to 5.30pm. Tel.0429 601177.
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Museo di Cava Bomba, Cinto Euganeo. The 19th century furnaces of Cava Bomba is an highly
interesting example of an former factory for the production of lime. The space houses a geo-
paleontological museum which illustrates the geological phenomena and the fossil finds of the
Eugenean hills. Open: April 1st to October 31st from Tuesday to Friday, 9am to 12.30pm and 2.30pm
to 6pm. Saturday 3pm to 6.30pm, Sunday 3pm to 7pm. Tel. 0429 647166

The Castello Cataio is situated in the immediate vicinity of Frassanelle, beside the Euganean Hills,
on the main Padua-Rovigo road. Its builder, Pio Enea Obizzi, inventor of the howitzer (Ital. olbice),
took part in the siege of Lepanto (1571) in which the Turks were defeated. This explains the somewhat
Oriental, fortress-like architecture. The park is magnificent with a pond covered in water lilies, in the
shade of massive, centuries-old trees. With their waxy leaves and their showy flowers the magnolias,
in particular, catch the eye. The castello is open between February 15th and November 30th, twice
weekly on Tuesday and Sunday from 3pm to 7pm. Tel. 049 9100411.

Ca' Marcello Only a few kilometres south of the Castello Cataio, in Monselice, lies the CaÕ Marcello.
Ca' is the Venetians' abbreviation for Casa - an understatement indeed, for this is the heavily fortified
castle of Ezzelino III da Romano, a local tyrant in the 13th century. The Ca' Marcello is the only well
preserved example of a lordly residence of that era in the Veneto. Remarkable, too, are the six chapels
on the Via Sacra alongside the castle hill. Open from April 1st to November 11th. Guided tours at
9am, 10am, 11am, 3pm, 4pm, and 5pm. Closed on mondays. Tel. 0429 72931.

The remarkable Villa Emo (at Rivella, just near Monselice) can be viewed by appointment. The
proprietor of this elegant Palladian-style villa is a cousin of Contessa Francesca Papafava. Accessible
on certain days, ( April and October: Thursday and Saturday 2pm to 7pm, Sunday 10am to 7pm) the
ornamental garden is not far from the main road, but nevertheless remains a world of its own. "The
average traveller would not dream what marvellous parks and gardens lie hidden behind commonplace
castle walls on a country road", as the authoress Tryphosa Bates Batcheller once aptly remarked. Tel.
0429 781970.

Castello di San Pelagio: on the same road between Padova and Rovigo, north of the Castello del
Cataio, you will find the interesting Museum of the Air (Museo dellÕAria), which assembles
documents, models and aeroplanes from the time of Leonardo da Vinci to our days. You will find the
exposition about Gabriele DÕAnnunzio highly interesting. It was here that he planned his famous flight
to Vienna in 1918. Open: all week except for Monday, 9am to 12.30pm and 2pm to 6 or 7pm. Tel. 049
9125008.

Casa Petrarca "Here, in the Euganean Hills, I live in complete peace of mind, free from noise,
misunderstandings or cares, reading, writing and praising God", wrote Petrarch from Arquˆ Petrarca -
still simply called Arquˆ at that time - to his brother. That was in 1373. The following year the poet
died in his study. The room can be viewed, as can the entire Casa Petrarca with its Renaissance
frescos. Open Februara 1st to September 30th, 9am to 12pm and 3pm to 7pm. Between October 1st and
January 31st, 9am to 12pm and 2pm to 7pm. Closed on Mondays. Tel. 0429 718294.

Butterfly Arc : in Montegrotto Terme a vast greenhouse is the habitat of 100 different types of
butterflies from all over the world. Visitors can wander through this oasis of palmtrees, orchids,
alocasias and passiflora. Nearby you will find a mythological garden inhabited by gnomes, elfs,
fairies, magicians, witches, kings and queens, all figures taken from ancient naturalistic legends. Open:
March to September, 9am to 12.30pm and 2pm to 4.30pm. October 9am to 12.30pm and 2pm to 4pm.
Closed between November and March 1st. Tel. 049 8910189.
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The Spa Abano Terme and Montegrotto Terme
Abano Terme and Montegrotto Terme were known for their curative waters in Roman days, the
mineral-rich water comes subterraneously from the Alps and shoots to the surface at a temperature of
70-80 degrees. One of the best spa hotels in Abano Terme, the Hotel Ritz Terme, specialises in
therapeutic (fango, galvanotherapy, lymphatic draining, massages, hot baths and more) as well as
wellness and beauty treatments (sauna, steambath, solarium, facials and more). For more information
and prices their website is www.ritz.it.

Panoramic route to Vicenza: take to road which from Montegalda turns left towards Vicenza. It will
take you along the banks of the Berica and shortly before you reach Vicenza past the famous Villa
Rotonda by Palladio. On the way, in Montegalda, you will come past the excellent trattoria Culatta..

Visiting this Region with Children
Venetia is rich in attractive sightseeing destinations which are also fun for children. First of all of
course Venice, where children can run and play without any danger of being hurt by cars. A journey in
a Gondola along the canals is a magical experience which a child will remember all his life.
For the older ones the arena of Verona recalls the roman gladiators. But also medieval castles can be
fun. Following castles are in the immediate vicinity:

Castello di San Martino : very close to Frassanelle, the oldest part of this small castle goes back to the
year 1000. Later on the Carraresi amplified the building. The Venetians used it as a port along the
river. Today the building has been transformed into a museum of the river Bacchiglione with finds
going from the age of iron to the middle ages.
Getting there: turn to the right towards Padova at the traffic lights in Fossona. The first toad to the left
is Via San Martino, the castle is a little futher down this road. The castle and the museum are open
April 1st to December 31st. Saturday 3pm to 7pm, Sunday 9an to 7pm. Tel. 049 9915425.

The Castello Cataio is situated in the immediate vicinity of Frassanelle, beside the Euganean Hills,
on the main Padua-Rovigo road. Its builder, Pio Enea Obizzi, inventor of the howitzer (Ital. olbice),
took part in the siege of Lepanto (1571) in which the Turks were defeated. This explains the somewhat
Oriental, fortress-like architecture. The park is magnificent with a pond covered in water lilies, in the
shade of massive, centuries-old trees. With their waxy leaves and their showy flowers the magnolias,
in particular, catch the eye. The castello is open between February 15th and November 30th, twice
weekly on Tuesday and Sunday from 3pm to 7pm. Tel. 049 9100411.

Ca' Marcello Only a few kilometres south of the Castello Cataio, in Monselice, lies the CaÕ Marcello.
Ca' is the Venetians' abbreviation for Casa - an understatement indeed, for this is the heavily fortified
castle of Ezzelino III da Romano, a local tyrant in the 13th century. The Ca' Marcello is the only well
preserved example of a lordly residence of that era in the Veneto. Remarkable, too, are the six chapels
on the Via Sacra alongside the castle hill. Open from April 1st to November 11th. Guided tours at
9am, 10am, 11am, 3pm, 4pm, and 5pm. Closed on mondays. Tel. 0429 72931.

Castello di San Zeno, Montagnana: The castle of S. Zeno rises in the place of an early medieval
installation that was the residence of the heirs of Ugo the Great of Tuscany, who later became marquis
of Este. The present building goes back for the most part to the 13th century when Ezzelino, after
putting Montagnana to flames in 1242, decided to rebuild and fortify the town. The building has a
rectangular plan with an ample inner courtyard. Till the early 19th century, the castle was surrounded
by a ditch, and also comprised towers. Originally the drawbridge that crossed the ditch giving
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entrance to the city, led probably into the inner courtyard of the castle.  When Padua, Verona and the
other cities in Veneto were subdued by Venice and stopped their never-ending mutual struggles,
Montagnana flourished thanks to its agricultural production, especially hemp. The castle of San Zeno
was then turned into a deposit of hemp and even troop lodging. When the Austrians took over Veneto
(Napoleon gave the area to them with the Campoformio Treaty, betraying the Venetian republic) and
still later on with the kingdom of Italy and until the First World War the castle continued to be used as
military lodgings.

Castello di San Pelagio: on the same road between Padova and Rovigo, north of the Castello del
Cataio, you will find the interesting Museum of the Air (Museo dellÕAria), which assembles
documents, models and aeroplanes from the time of Leonardo da Vinci to our days. You will find the
exposition about Gabriele DÕAnnunzio highly interesting. It was here that he planned his famous flight
to Vienna in 1918. Open: all week except for Monday, 9am to 12.30pm and 2pm to 6 or 7pm. Tel. 049
9125008.

The gardens of  Villa Barbarigo, Valsanzibio: In the 1600Õs Antonio Barbarigo, brother of St.
Gregorio, enlargened and transformed the exterior of the villa by drawing out a large water garden
inspired by the antique Romans. The garden is decorated with 70 statues of which 40 are attributed to
Marengo. Furthermore there are 4 ponds, 3 water follies, 16 fountains and a boxwood maze.
Getting there: from Luvigliano drive towards Torreglia and then Valsanzibio. Open from March to
November, 9am to 1pm and 2pm until sunset. Tel. 049 9130042.

Butterfly Arc : in Montegrotto Terme a vast greenhouse is the habitat of 100 different types of
butterflies from all over the world. Visitors can wander through this oasis of palmtrees, orchids,
alocasias and passiflora. Nearby you will find a mythological garden inhabited by gnomes, elfs,
fairies, magicians, witches, kings and queens, all figures taken from ancient naturalistic legends. Open:
March to September, 9am to 12.30pm and 2pm to 4.30pm. October 9am to 12.30pm and 2pm to 4pm.
Closed between November and March 1st. Tel. 049 8910189.

Gardaland, Peschiera sul lago di Garda: Gardaland is a sort of Italian Disneyland on the shores of
Lake Garda.


