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Frassanelle

Conte Papafava

Thehistorical estate of Frassanelle is an undisclosed oasis of peace whithin the Veneto
region. The 150 hectare property consists ¥emetian Villa, a 19th century english-style
park, a carefully designetB8 hole golf course and organically grown land. It lies 20 km

south of Padua within easy reach of the famous historic villas of the Veneto, many of them
built by the great Italian architect AndrRalladio, as well as the northern Italian cities of
Venice (50 km), Vicenza (23 km)Yerona (90 km), Ferrara (80 km), Mantua (98 km) and

the Lake district.

Frassanelle reveals its delights slowly and elegantly. Leaving the hurly-burly of Venice

behind you, the drive takes you on a simple country road through a 19th century English-style
park and 50 hectares of organically cultivated land.

The main villa will appear dramatically on top of one of the hills, as though shielding the 18th
century agricultural centre of the estate and the beautifully restored farmhouse, La
Bencontenta, which can now be rented by the week. The estate of Frassanelle has belonged to
the Counts Papafava since the 13th century, well over 700 years.

The &fattoriaO farm buildings of the estate are surrounded by the English style park,
organically grown fields and - literally bordering on the estate - the Natural Park of the
Euganean hills.

The striking main building with a columned courtyard was built in the 18th century, some
alterations dating from the 19th century. What used to be granarys, storerooms and living
guarters of the employees have now been turned into comfortable and well-equipped
apartments.

Most attractive feature of the building is the courtyard with its elegant loggia articulated by a
series of columns, which are grown with a profusion of geraniums and lemon trees in antique
terracotta vases. Tables and chairs will invite you to spend some time here, reading-up your
guide books while having breakfast or relaxing with a glass of the excellent local red wine
after a rewarding day of sight-seeing.

Some of the other outhouses have been turned into equestrian stables which house race
horses. The wine cellar is now a reception room which is rented out for weddings or other
festivities. Our guests have not been bothered by either, but you should however be aware of
the other activities on the premises.

The golf club is considered the best in the area. Two further 18 hole golf courses - "Golf Club
Montecchia" and "Golf Club Padova" - can be reached in less than 15 minutes by car.
Reduced green fees for our guests. The club house - a cleverly converted farm building with a
very pleasant restaurant - serves excellent light lunches and full dinners.
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Golf

The Frassanelle Golf Club - is situated on the estate of Frassanelle, amidst gentle hills near the
thermal zone of Abano and Montegrotto. The Golf course Frassanelle covers over 490 acres and
provides a clubhouse - a converted 17th century country house - bar, restaurant, driving range, Putting
green, Pitching green and a pro-shop. The club is open throughout the year.

Via Frassanelle 22, 35030 Rovolon, tel. +39 049 9910722 Fax +39 049 9910691,
http://www.golffrassanelle jinfo@golffrassanelle.it

Golf Course: Par 72 - 18 holes,
Length: Men 6180 mt. / Women 5438 mt.

The Course: Big open spaces are alternated with woods and a beautiful lake. Marco Croze drew out a
course with 18 holes adding some difficulties to the already existent one ensuring the golfer full
involvement in every hole.

The architecture together with the characteristics of the landscape make the Golf Club Frassanelle one
of the most "English" Golf Clubs in the Veneto region.

Daily Fees : The guestsof the estateof Frassanellare granteda discounton the greenfeesf the
Frassanelle Golf Course. Payment needs to be made in cash

Please make your reservations ahead of time (2 weeks ahead) via fax to the Golf Club tel. +39 049
9910722, fax +39 049 9910691 indicating the date, number of persons and eventual extras (clubs, car)
and that you are guests of the Frassanelle estate.

The Veneto has 18 golf courses all in all (see the website below), 2 of which are in the nearest vicinity
Golf della Montecchia and the Padova Golf Club are more or less 10 minutes by car. Web site with
full description of the golf courses in the Veneto:
http://www.english.abanolink.it/fithessesport/golf/golf.asp

Golf La Montecchia (Selvazzano Dentro): based on a project by Tom Macauley - President of the
British Association of Golf Course Architects - lies below the Castello della Montecchia.

It is a modern course built over a surface of about 820.000 sgare meters landscaped with ondulations
and several lakes.

The course (27 holes par 72 with a development of 6318 metres) is completely flat, very technical and
requires a good concentration from the golfer who has to pay particular attention to the water obstacles
that make the play more demanding.

Tel. 0039-049-8055550, Fax 0039-049-8055737, www.golfmontecchia.it

Padua Golf Club, too, is no more than ten minutes by car from La Montecchia. With its 18 holes (par
72, SSS 72, length 6.053 m) it constitutes a third attractive alternative for golfers.
http://www.golfpadova.it
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Other Sports

Tennis:
¥ Selvazzano, Via Montecchia, 049 637866
They have4 hard courtsandthe costper hour for the courtis | 5,50. The managementf the tennis
club can also supply rackets, please let them know 2 days ahead.
2 courtsare availablebetween3 pm and8 pm. From 8 pm to 11 pm, 3 courtsare available.Please
book ahead.
A trainer is also available, cost depends on whether the lessons are individual or for a group of people.
The telephone number is 049-8055740.
¥ Abano Terme, Via Colli Euganei 22, tel.049 812411

Swimming pools:
In Montegrotto Terme we recommend 2 beautiful pools with wonderful views onto the Eugenean hills:
¥ Hotel Petrarca: Montegrotto, Piazza Roma 23, tel 049 8911744 (25 m. outdoor pool)
¥ Hotel Preistoriche: Montegrotto, Via Castello 5, tel 049 793477 (irregular shaped pool, partly
inside, partly outdoors.)

Horse Riding: Alfa Farm: Longare, V. S. Gaetaneo 28, tel 0444 555418 / portable: 339 8465458
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Daily Life

Distances: Venice Airport to Frassanelle: 45 minutes to 1 hour
Milano to highway exit Grisignano: approx. 3 hours

This is undernormaltraffic conditions.The Milano B Venice highwayis very busyduring the week, especially
on Friday afternoon and evening.

Usual rush hours: 8.30 to 10.30 am and 4.30 to 7.30 pm

On week ends there thends to be more traffic between 2 and 9 pm.

The closest villages to Frassanelle are:

Montemerlo: (asyou leavethe propertyturn right in Via Frassanelledrive aheaduntil the stop,turn
right: you are in Via Roma, keep driving straight ahead, this road leads you to the village).
Bresseo: (after the village of Montemerlogo on andturn left towardsPadovafrom the stopin Via
Frassanellas the third road on your left, keep going until the stop, the main roadin front is Via
Euganea shops are on your left and rhight hand side).

Bastia: (asyou leavethe gateturn left in Via Frassanellekeepgoing until you reachthe stop, turn
left: you arein Via Roma,if you keepgoing you will reachthe centerof Bastiawith the churchin
front of you).

Nearest Supermarket with very good Butcher:

Discount, Montemerlo, Via Roma 156, (049 9915822). Open from Monday to Saturday 8.30am-
12.30pm / 4pm-7.30pm. Closed on Wednesday afternoon. (after the stop in Via Frassanelle 200 m on
your left)

Other Supermarkets:

Il Punto: Bresseo - Via Euganea 29/31, (049 9900046). Open from Monday to

Saturday 8am-12,45pm / 3.30pm-7.30pm. Closed Wednesday afternoon. (at the stop turn left, it is
immediatelly on your left)

Al“: Montegalda, Via 2 Giugno 4, (0444 737707) open from Monday to Saturday 8.30am-12.45pm /
3.30pm-17.45pm. Closed Wednesday afternoon. (on the road towards the MILAN-VENICE motorway
it is on your left hand side).

Supermarket open over lunchtime:

Billa: Selvazzano, V.Euganea 146 (049 8056058) open from Monday to Saturday 8am-8pm. (from
Bresseo driving towards Padova is on your left 200 m after the traffic lights of the village of
Selvazzano).

Le Brentelle in Sarmeola di Rubano. Open until 10pm. This supermarket is close to the exit Padova
Ovest, and therfore convenient if you have spend the day in Venice. Indications: as you leave the
autostradata, turn left towards Vicenza. Follow the indications for Vicenza and Rovigo. When you are
on the road SS11, after 11 red lights Le Brentelle is on your left.

Supermarkets and Markets open on Sunday:

Centre of Bastia: SundayOs market: you can find everything you need from food to clothes.
Aliper: Abano Terme, Via Previtali, 30 (049 8668222) open every day of the week 9/20.
ReachBressecandtake a left turn after the stoptowardsPadovakeepgoing straightuntil the traffic
light, turn left towardsAbano. This will take you to the by-passof Abano. Turn right, keepgoing
straightaheadpast4 crossroadsindthenturn to your left following the signsfor OAliperOYou will
find the shopping mall to your right.
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Organic Food:
Antica Fattoria, Bresseo, V. Montemerlo 6 A (049 9901753) open from Monday to Saturday 8.30am-
12.30pm / 3pm-7.30pm. (before the stop on your left hand side).

Butcher:
Beghin: Bresseo, Via Euganea 48, (049 9900008) open from Monday to Saturday 7am-1pm;
Thursday, Friday and Saturday also 3.30pm-7pm. (before the stop).

Fish:
Belmar: Bresseo, Via Euganea 74, (049 9903561) open from Tuesday to Saturday 8am-12.30pm,
Thursday and Friday 4pm-5.30pm (at the stop turn left towards Teolo, 200 m ahead on your left)

Baker:
Magagnin, Bastia, Via Roma 21 (049 9910605) open from Monday to Saturday 7am-1pm/4pm-7pm.
Closed Wendsday afternoon. (before the traffic light on your right hand side).

Pastries and Cakes:
Magagnin, Bastia, Via Roma 21 (049 9910097) open 7,30-13/15-19,30 closed in the afternoon on
Wednesday and Sunday.

Take Away Pizza:

Bastia: Chaplin, Via Roma 7, tel. 049 9910524 open every day except from Tuesday 17,30-22. Just
before the traffic light on your left hand side.

Fossona: Party Pizza, Via Roma 126, tel. 9916014 open from Tuesday to Sunday 18-22. after the
traffic light on your left hand side near the Post Office.

Markets:

Sunday: Bastia, from 8am to 1pm.

Monday: Montegalda, from 8am to 1pm.

Tusday: Bresseo, from 8 amto 1pm.
Wednesday: Grisignano, from 8am to 1pm
Thesday: Saccolongo, from 8am to 1pm
Saturday: Padova, Prato della Valle, all day long.

Banks:

Cassa Risparmio Padova e Rovigo: Montemerlo, V. Roma (319 049 9903100) open 8.20am-1.20pm /
2.35pm-3.35pm (in front of the church).

Cassa Risparmio Padova e Rovigo: Bastia, V. Roma 64C (049 9910007) open 8.20am-1.20pm /
2.35pm-3.35pm (before the trafic light on your left hand side).

Post Office:
Montemerlo, V. Repoise 1 (049 9900991) open from Monday to Friday 8.20am to 2pm, Saturday
8.20am to 1pm.

Bike Rentals:
Euganeabike: Bresseo, Via Euganea 16, (049 9901557)

Taxi:
Mr. Costantin 049 9902011

Car Mechanic:
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Montemerlo: Zuin Carlo, Via Roma 323, Tel. 049 9900503 open from Monday to Saturday 8am to
12,30pm / 2.30pm to 7pm. After the new church in the big square on your left hand side in proximity
of the gas station.

Limousine Sevice:
Abano Terme: Catav Largo Marconi, Tel. 049 8669345 Fax 049 8669581

Car Rental:
Padova: MAGGIORE, Piazzale Stazione 15/bis (Square in front of the main station) Padova
Tel. 049 8752852

Dry Cleaner:
Bastia: Pulisecco Nicoletta, Via Euganea 68, tel. 9900166 open from Tuesday to Saturday 8,30-
12,30/15,30-19,30. At the stop turn left and immediately on your right hand side near the hairdresser.

Ladies and Gentlmen Hairdresser:

Bresseo: Line Effe di Frison Claudio, Via Euganea 50, tel. 049 9900330 open from Tuesday to Friday
9-12,30/15-19 Saturday 9-19. at the stop turn left and immediately on your right hand side near the dry
cleaner.

Beautycian-Cosmetician:
Montemerlo: Centro Estetico Romina, Via Roma 47/e, tel. 049 9914062 open from Tuesday to Friday
9-19,30 Saturday 9-15. After the new church in the big square on your right hand side.

Internet point:

The nearest internet point is in Bastia in the library of the town hall.

As you leave the property turn left, at the stop turn left again. Keep going until the traffic light. The
town hall is on the right just after the traffic light.

Opening hours:
Monday and Wednesday 3,30 B 17,30 pm
Thursday 9,30 am B 1,30 pm

Cost: ! 1,50 per hour

To register you need a photocopy of your passport or ID, please make it both sides. You find a shop
for photocopies just before the traffic light on the left hand side (morning: 9 am B 12,30 pm.
Afternoon: 3,30 pm D 19,30 pm).

Tel nj +39 049 9910017 ask for the Biblioteca
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Wine and Food

Culinary Matters. In most, but not all, of the EuganearHills - someare just wooded- thereare
restaurantstrattoriasand tavernsproviding delicious local food. Gallina padovana(chicken” la
Padua) for instance coniglio (rabbit), polentacon soppressdpolentawith brawn), risotto with erbe
dei colli (wild local herbs)or baccal”(saltcod). And, of course pastain all its variations.To conclude,
a formaggioasuagoor a granopadano.Guestsdine in the midst of locals, delightingin the fragrant
forest air.

WINE BARS AND ENOTECAS

Jolly Bar, Via Roma 3, Bastia D Tel. 049 9910002

Next to the red lights of Bastia.They havean excellentchoiceof Italian wineswith morethana 100
different labels.

Open from 7am to 12 pm, except for Thursdays 7am to 8pm. Closed on Monday.

Wine Bar Godenda, Via Squarcione 4, Padova, Tel. 049 8774192.

Locatedin a side streetof the Piazzadelle Erbe, this elegantand modernwine bar servesa good
selectionof wine to accompanytastefulapetizersanddishes.Openfrom 10amto midnight. Closedon
Sunday.

La Corte dei Leoni, Via P. dDAbano 1, Padova, tel. 049 8750083
We suggesthis placefor its large selectionof winesandgooddishes.Full mealexcl. of winesEuro
30-35. Tables are set out in the courtyard in summer. Closed on Sunday and Monday lunch.

Istinto, Via San Clemente 8/10, Padova, tel. 049 8764711.
Trendybar with large choiceof wine by the glass.Good paninisandapetizersThe kitchenis behinda
large glass pane. Open from 8am to 1am. Closed on Tuesday.

La Mia Cantina,PiazzaleSantaCroce21, Padovatel. 049 8801330(this is a shop,no tastinghere).
Open from 8am to 1.30pm and from 4pm to 8pm, closed on Sundays and Mondays.

Enoteca Severino, via del Santo 44, Padova, tel. 049 650697
Wine shop with tasting.
Open 10am to 1pm and 5pm to 9pm. Closed on Sunday.

WINE ESTATES

Castello della Montecchia, Via Montecchial6 D 35030Selvazzandentro.Tel. 049 637294.Wine
shop and tasting.

This estatehas beenwinning internationalaccoladesover the past 10 years. The ownersEmo
Capodilistaarefirst cousinsof the Papafavaamily. A visit to the winery canbe combinedwith the
visit of the famous16" centuryVILLA CAPODILISTA which lies on the sameestate(seeour chapter
SURROUNDINGS).For further informationvisit the websitewww.lamontecchia.it. Rentalson
the estate of Montecchia are handled by Trust&Travel.

To reachLa Montecchia,in the village of Bresseaturn right towardsPadova.Turn left towardsLa
Montecchia at the first red lights you will come across.

Openfrom March 15 to Novemberl5, on Wednesdayand Saturdaysat 4 pm and5.30 pm. Meeting
pointis in front of the wine shopof the estate The tour of the Villa is followed by a visit to the rural
museum on the premises and a tasting of the wines of the estate.
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Vigna Alta, Villa dei Vescovi, Luvigliano. Wine shop and tasting. One of the best estatesof the
Eugenean hills.

After Montemerlofollow the indicationsfor Tre Ponti andthen Luvigliano. Onceyou havereached
the walls which surroundthis famousproperty, turn right. The estatesshopis on the left of the
entranceo thevilla. Open10.30amto 1.30pmand2pmto 7pm. Closedon SundaysFor visits to the
Villa dei Vescovi see our chapter SURROUNDINGS.

CHEESE

Enrico Grandis, Via Carbonare 45, Montegalda
Excellentfreshand maturedcheesegroducedfrom organicallyraisedgoats.Inquire with Francesca
Papafava for opening hours.

DISTILLERIES

Brunello, Via Giuseppe Roi 27, Montegalda, Tel. 0444 737253

Excellent distillati and fruit conserved in grappa.

In Montegaldaturn right towardsVicenza.You will find thedistillery to the left after 1 km, nextto the
restaurant Culatta.

RESTAURANTS IN THE AREA
Top range

3 Michelin stars ***

Le Calandreb Statale Padova Vicenza b Loc. Sarmeola B Rubano B Tel. 049/630303

Go to Fossonaat the trafic light turn right towardsPadova keepgoing straightahead,at the first
traffic light turn left toward Mestrino, keep following the main road until you are on the Statale
Padova-VicenzgSS 11), turn right towardsPadova.The restauranis in Rubanoon your left hand
side.

1 Michelin star *

Relais Club della Montecchia: Tel 049-8055323

Via Montecchia, 16 Selvazzano Dentro

The Golf Club hostsoneof the betterrestaurantén the areallt is run by the family Alaimo, the owners
of the famous 3 star restaurantLe Calandre.First classfood and wine list. Closedon Monday.
Averageprices exclusiveof wine ! 35-40. Credit Cardsaccepted Our guestsare granteda 10%
discount.Pleasementionthat you are stayingwith us whenbooking,or at the latest,whenyou arrive
at the restaurant.
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Middle range
NEAREST SURROUNDINGS

Frassanelle Golf club restaurartel. 049/5226056

The restaurantof the FrassanelleGolf Clun lies whithin the property. A rural setting as well as
wonderful views onto the Eugenearhills makeit a pleasantchoice. The cuisineis simple and of
excelletn quality, all ingredients are fresh and vary according to the season.

Lunch A: a first course (i.e. pasta), water, a glass of wine, coffee, bre&j00

Lunch B: a second course (i.e. meat), water, a glass of wine, coffee, bread: ! 14,00

Dinenr: full dinner ! 30,00 plus drinks

Closed on Monday, the week of Ferragosto (around Augii$tatfsl the week of New Year.

Il Pozzetto, Tel. 049 9915395

Via Pozzetto 64, Bastia

At the gateturn to theright, at the stop sign turn right again. The restauranis immediatelyto your
right. Largishrestaurantvith garden simple Italian cooking.We like the gnocchi,tagliatelleai piselli
freschi (pastawith fresh peas),the faraonaarrosto(roastedguineafowl). Costbetweenl8 and 25
Euros. Closed on Monday evening and all of Tuesday.

Agriturismo La Buona Terra, Tel. 049 991 5497

Via Repoise 73, Montemerlo

At thered lights of Fossonaurn towardsPadovathentakethe first turn to the right andfollow the
indications. Country fare, with local specialities, organic and very tasty food.

Openevery day at lunch: menuEuro 16. In the eveningsopenbetweenTuesdayand Sunday,only
open if you book ahead, full meal Euro 25.

Agriturismo Trambacche, Tel. 049 900 3406

Via Chiesa 30, Trambacche

At theredlights of Fossonaturn to theright in directionof PadovaAt the nextred lights turn to the
left towards Mestrino, before the bridge turn to the right.

A ratherspecialplace,elegantin style.In summemealsareservedundertheloggia. We like thelamb
in bread crust (agnello in crosta di pane). Full meal Euro 20 to 26.

Open: Thursday and Friday for dinner, Saturday and Sunday lunch and dinner.

Trattoria da Cirillo, Tel 0444 636025

Via F. Lampertico 13, Montegaldella

www.trattoriadacirillo.it

Drive to Montegaldellaturn to the left towardsNanto and Bastia.Keepdriving for anotherl,3 km,
you will come upon the restaurant on the left.

Excellent restaurant known for its Baccal™ (cod) Vicenza style. Cost between Euro 30 and 35.
Closed in August, Wednesday evening and all of Thursday.

Trattoria Culata, Tel. 0444 636033

Via G. Roi 47, Montegalda

Drive to Montegaldaturn to the right towardsVicenza.The restauranties on this road after about1
km. Excellenttraditional trattoria famousfor its baccal”, mushroomsoup and pasticciodella casa
(oven baked pasta). Average Euro 25 per head.

Open every lunch except Tuesday, and in the evenings of Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday.
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Da Mario b Corso delle Terme 4, Montegrotto Terme - Tel. 049-794090

This is one of our favouritesin the area.The extremelyhigh quality of the dishesare basedon
traditionalrecipesandthe wine list is excellent.Averageprice for a full meal Euro 32 excl. of wine,
closed on Tuesdays and Wednesday lunch, credit cards accepted.

Drive to Bresseoturn left towardsPadovaandthenright towardsAbano.As you reachthe large by-
passof Abano, turn right towards Montegrotto.As you reachMontegrottokeep going, Mario is
opposite the Hotel Garden.

Trattoria al Sasso B Via Ronco- Castelnuovo B Tel. 049-9925073

Slightly more elegantcountry restauranin Eugenearhills with excellentfood and wine list. The
scenic drive as well as what you find upon arrival make this a worthwhile visit.

Averageprice Euro 30 excl. of wine, closedon Wednesdaysjuring the weekonly openfor dinner,on
weekends lunch and dinner. Credit cards accepted.

To reachthe restaurantdrive to Bresseoand turn right towardsTeolo. In Teolo take the left turn
towards Castelnuovo.

Pizzerias:

La Cascina, Tel. 049 9900 709

Via Euganea 27, Bresseo

Closed on Monday and Saturday lunch. Pizzas only in the evenings.

Drive to Bresseo, turn left towards Padova, shortly thereafter on the right next to the football field.

EUGANEAN HILLS

Ristorante Sapio B Via Madonetta 2/C b Este B 0429-602565
To reach the town of Este drive to Bastia and follow the indications for V™ and Este.

Ristorante Antica Torre B Via Cornaro 11 b Este 0429-3484
To reachthe town of Estedrive to Bastiaandfollow the indicationsfor V- and Esteandfinally for
Montagnana. As you reach the small locality of Ponte della Torre turn left.

Ristorante La Torre P Piazza Mazzini 14 D Monselice 0429-73752
From Abano Terme follow the indications to Monselice

RistorantelL a Montanellab Via Costa33 D Arqu” PetrarcaD429-71820Closedon Tuesdayevening
and Wednesday all day.
To reach Arqu” Petrarca drive to Bastia, follow the indications for V™ and then Arqu” Petrarca.

PADOVA

L'Anfora Tel. 049-656629

Via die Soncin, 13 Padova Centro

Osteriaandwine barin the centerof town. At lunchthey servea smallvariety of well chosendishesat
low prices,whereasn the eveningit becomes meetingpoint for aficionadoswho gatheraroundthe
famous spuncioni(warm and cold apetizers).Thereis a wide range of choice - meat, fish and
vegetablesNo tablesoutside.Averageprice excl. of wine EUR 25. Credit cardsacceptedClosedon
Sundays.
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Caffe Pedrocchi, Via 8 Febbraio 8 Padova Centro
Historical coffee housein the old centerof Padovafamousthroughoutltaly, you shouldat leasthave
had a coffee here.

Osteria Dal Capo, Via degli Obizzi 2, Tel. 049 663105
Choice of typical venetiandishesservedin a fresh and pleasantsurrounding.No tablesoutdoors.
Average cost excl. of wine Euro 25. Closed on Sunday.

La Vigna b specialised in fish. Riviera Paleocpa 94, Tel. 049 87 19 709.
Excellentfish dishes allwaysfresh.Full mealexcl. wine averageEuro 50. Large outdoorarea.Closed
on Thursday.

Pizzeria da Stecca, Via Giordano Bruno 42, Tel. 049 686463.
Large selection of pizzas, from the most traditional to suprising novelties.
Closed on Monday.

OTHER

Trattoria al Rio B Via del Molino 2 B Faedo di Cinto Euganeo 0429-94028
Turn left at the gateandat the first crossroadsKeepgoing straightfollowing the indicationsto Bastia
and then towards Vo' Euganeo, and finally towards Faedo.

Trattoria Ponte di Riposo P Via Calti 37 B Zovon di VoO 049-9940082
Turn left at the gateandleft againat the first crossroad$ollowing the indicationstowardsBastiaand
then Vo' Euganeo.

Castellettoda Taparob Via Castelletto43, Torreglia (049-5211060) Good country restauranwith
honestsimple homecookingandlocal wine. ClosedMonday, last week of Januaryandfirst week of
February.
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Surroundings

The Euganean Hills. For the most part a fertile plain, the hinterlandof Venice doeshold some
surprisesin store:unexpectedlyabout20 km south-westof Padua,a group of solitary cone-shaped
hills suddenlyrises,the Colli Euganeior EuganearHills. They have somethingof volcanic craters
aboutthemor of a naturalwonder,asif somechildish giant had playedwith damplumpsof earthand
hadslungthemacrosshe land. Someare high andwooded,othersno morethanmoundsclimbedin a
couple of minutes. Today the Colli are a protected regional park.

Excursions in the neighbourhood. Venetiais steepedin history and culture, towns like Padua,
Vicenza,Verona,Mantua,Ferraraand,of course Venicearewithin easyreach.The numerousveneto
villas, the Villeggiatura, are a real must. Now a brief history of how this came about.

When Venetianmaritime trade declinedin the courseof the 16th century, Patricianfamilies felt
compelledto rethink their old principle of "coltivar il mare,lasciarstarela terra" (cultivating the sea,
letting the land be) and rememberedhe hitherto neglectechinterland,the TerrafermaBy reclaiming
the alluvial land andstartingagriculturalproduction,they hada secondstring to their bow, asit were.
But they would not have beenthe Venetians,had they not as a matterof coursetransferredtheir
customarycivilized lifestyle to the country. This in turn meantthatthey hadmagnificentvillas built in
the style of their urban palaces, but situated in the midst of their agricultural estates.

The mostfamousof these- La Badoeral.a Malcontental.a Rotonda Villa Maser,Villa Emoandthe
Villa CornaroRush,for instance- were designedoy AndreaPalladio(1508-1580)who combinedthe
classicalproportionsof antiquity with the groundplansof the traditional VenetianpalacesSeventeen
arethe work of Palladio,but on the BrentaCanalnorth of Paduaalonethereare 125 villas, many of
which evoke his vocabulary.The most outstandingamongthem are the Contarini Simesand Pisani
Villas - bothmoreprincely residenceshanvillas in the strict sense- andLa MalcontentaThey areall
easily accessible from Frassanelle. Many of them are open to the public.

Apart from the famoustownsandthe extraordinaryvillas, we suggesvisiting somesmallertowns,all

of themreachabléan lessthan 1,5 hoursby car. Bassanalel Grappalies belowthe Grappamountain.
Closeby Asolo is a medievaljewel locatednorth of BassanoFurthermoreyou have Marositica,a
fortified hamletfamousfor the biennialchessgamewith humanfigures, heldin commemoratiorof a
medievalchallengeto win the handof the chatelainsdaughter Montagnands one of the mostfamous
and better conservedmedievalcitadelsof Europe.Possagnds wherethe world famoussculptor
Antonio Canovawas born. In the museumnext to the housewhere he was born showsthe plaster
models and designs of his major works of art.

In half an hours distance:

Castello di San Martino: very closeto Frassanellethe oldestpart of this small castlegoesbackto the
year 1000. Later on the Carraresiamplified the building. The Venetiansusedit as a port along the
river. Today the building hasbeentransformedinto a museumof the river Bacchiglionewith finds
going from the age of iron to the middle ages.

Gettingthere:turn to theright towardsPadovaat the traffic lights in FossonaThe first toadto the left
is Via SanMartino, the castleis a little futher down this road. The castleand the museumare open
April 1st to December 31st. Saturday 3pm to 7pm, Sunday 9an to 7pm. Tel. 049 9915425.

Abbey of Praglia: The terracotta-coloured\bazziadi Praglianestleson LonzinaHill. The largest
Benedictineabbeyin Italy, this wasfoundedin the 11th century,acquiringits presenfform - with the
exception of the older campanile - in the 15th century. Of particular interest are the cloisters and the
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Churchof the Holy Virgin. The monksproduceand sell honey,face creams soapsand herbalteas.
Gettingthere:on theroadto Padovaa little after Bresseoyour will fnd indicationsto theright. Open:
guided tours every half hour from 2.30pm to 4.30 pm. Closed on mondays. Tel. 049 9900010

Abbazia di Carceri, Via Camaldoli 4, Carceri, tel. 0429 619777.

Very old andimpressiveabbey.Thefirst churchbuilt heregoesbackto 1107.The abbeyhasa cloister
from the 14000, beautifully decorated in Pietra dOlstria (stone from Istria).

Openby reservationand on Sunday.In summerlOamto noonand2pmto 7pm. In winter closesat
5pm.

La Campanella is a gardencenterfoundedby Anna Maria Sgarabottolavhich specialisesn old and
English roses.Only a few minutesfrom Frassanellebefore you reachBastia, turn right towards
Cervareses. Croce,keepgoing until you reachindicationsfor both Bastiae Cervareses. Croce.Turn
left here,the gardencenteris shortly thereafterto your left. Anna Maria hasplanteda beautifulrose
garden.In May, the gardenis a true firework of colours and smells. Afficionados will find it
interestingin everyseasonhereyou will find a largeselectionof the mostbeautifulold rosesandtheir
hybrids. Tel. 049 9910905 www.vivaiolacampanella.com

Villa Capodilista

Originally a hunting lodge built in 1568, this was the brainchild of Dario Varotari, a painterand
architect,pupil of VeroneseThe roomsarecoveredin mannerisfrescoesscenegrom mythologyand
family history, putti, grotesquesand vignettes.In keepingwith the open, hilly situation, Varotari
designeda severelysquarebuilding with identicalfacadesgachwith extendeddouble-storeyoggias.
The formal severity producesa delightful contrastwith the playfully theatricalloggias,their frescos
andtheir elaboratelydecoratecpedimentsThe internal layout of the roomsfollows the symmetrical
principle. The four roomson the groundfloor andthe four roomson thefirst floor areconnectedy a
splendidstaircasewith four ramps.The basicallysquarestructureof the hedge-linedtalian gardenis
brokenup by semicircularextensions so-calledexedra.Villa Capodilistabelongto the estateLa
Montecchia, also handled by Trust&Travel.

Openfrom March 15 to Novemberl5, on Wednesdayand Saturdaysat 4 pm and5.30 pm. Meeting
pointis in front of the wine shopof the estate The tour of the Villa is followed by a visit to the rural
museumof the property - a testimonialof the hard work which laid the foundationsof todays
agriculture- andis followed by a tasting of the wines of the estate,which can be boughton the
premises.

Villa dei Vescovi, in Luvigliano: this beautiful villa with a loggia on two floors was built in the
15000Getting there:drive throughMontemerloe follow the indicationsfor Teolo. At the stop cross
the road (SP 89) and continue towards Luvigliano. Open from March to November,Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 10.30am to 12.30pm and 2pm to 6pm. Tel. 049 5211118.

The gardens of Villa Barbarigo, Valsanzibio: In the 16000#ntonio Barbarigo,brotherof St.
Gregorio,enlargenedand transformedthe exterior of the villa by drawing out a large water garden
inspiredby the antigueRomans.The gardenis decoratedvith 70 statuesof which 40 are attributedto
Marengo. Furthermore there are 4 ponds, 3 water follies, 16 fountains and a boxwood maze.
Getting there:from Luvigliano drive towardsTorregliaand then Valsanzibio.Openfrom March to
November, 9am to 1pm and 2pm until sunset. Tel. 049 9130042.

Villa Beatrice d’Este, Monte Gemola; Baone: The Villa was given this nameafter the blessed
BeatricedOEstestayedherein the 12th century.At the time the building was a monasteryIn the
16000a Venetianmerchantranformedthe religiousbuilding into a worldly Villa. The barchessavas
addedin the 19th century.Todaythe Villa is the museumof the Colli Euganei.Openfrom April 1stto
September 30th, 9am to 7pm, October 1st to March 31st, 2.30pm to 5.30pm. Tel.0429 601177.
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Museo di Cava Bomba, Cinto Euganeo. The 19th centuryfurnacesof CavaBombais an highly
interestingexampleof an former factory for the productionof lime. The spacehousesa geo-
paleontologicalmuseumwhich illustratesthe geological phenomenaand the fossil finds of the
Eugenearills. Open:April 1stto October31stfrom Tuesdayto Friday, 9amto 12.30pmand?2.30pm
to 6pm. Saturday 3pm to 6.30pm, Sunday 3pm to 7pm. Tel. 0429 647166

The Castello Cataio is situatedin the immediatevicinity of Frassanellebesidethe EuganearHills,
on the main Padua-Rovigaoad. Its builder, Pio EneaObizzi, inventor of the howitzer (Ital. olbice),
took partin the siegeof Lepanto(1571)in which the Turks weredefeatedThis explainsthe somewhat
Oriental,fortress-likearchitecture The park is magnificentwith a pondcoveredin waterlilies, in the
shadeof massive centuries-oldrees.With their waxy leavesandtheir showy flowers the magnolias,
in particular, catchthe eye. The castellois openbetweenFebruary15" and November30", twice
weekly on Tuesday and Sunday from 3pm to 7pm. Tel. 049 9100411.

Ca' Marcello Only a few kilometressouthof the CastelloCataio,in Monselice lies the CaMarcello.

Ca'is the Venetiansabbreviationfor Casa- an understatemerihdeed,for this is the heavily fortified

castleof Ezzelinolll daRomano.a local tyrantin the 13th century.The Ca'Marcellois the only well

preservedexampleof alordly residenceof thaterain the Veneto.Remarkabletoo, arethe six chapels
on the Via Sacraalongsidethe castlehill. Openfrom April 1stto Novemberllth. Guidedtoursat
9am, 10am, 11am, 3pm, 4pm, and 5pm. Closed on mondays. Tel. 0429 72931.

The remarkable Villa Emo (at Rivella, just nearMonselice)can be viewed by appointment.The
proprietorof this elegantPalladian-stylevilla is a cousinof Contessdrancescd#apafavaAccessible
on certaindays,( April andOctober:Thursdayand Saturday2pmto 7pm, SundaylOamto 7pm)the
ornamentalgardenis not far from the main road, but neverthelessemainsa world of its own. "The
averageravellerwould not dreamwhat marvellousparksandgardendie hiddenbehindcommonplace
castlewalls on a countryroad", asthe authoress ryphosaBatesBatchelleronceaptly remarked.Tel.
0429 781970.

Castello di San Pelagio: on the sameroad betweenPadovaand Rovigo, north of the Castellodel
Cataio, you will find the interestingMuseum of the Air (Museo dellOAria),which assembles
documentsmodelsandaeroplanegrom the time of Leonardoda Vinci to our days.You will find the
expositionaboutGabrieleDOAnnunzihighly interesting It washerethat he plannedhis famousflight
to Viennain 1918.0Open:all weekexceptfor Monday,9amto 12.30pmand2pmto 6 or 7pm.Tel. 049
9125008.

Casa Petrarca "Here, in the EuganearHills, | live in completepeaceof mind, free from noise,
misunderstandingesr cares reading,writing andpraisingGod", wrote Petrarchfrom Arqu” Petrarca
still simply called Arqu™ at thattime - to his brother.Thatwasin 1373.The following yearthe poet
died in his study. The room can be viewed, as can the entire CasaPetrarcawith its Renaissance
frescos.OpenFebruaral® to SeptembeBd", 9amto 12pmand3pmto 7pm. BetweenOctober1® and
January 31, 9am to 12pm and 2pm to 7pm. Closed on Mondays. Tel. 0429 718294.

Butterfly Arc: in Montegrotto Terme a vast greenhousas the habitat of 100 different types of
butterfliesfrom all over the world. Visitors can wanderthroughthis oasisof palmtrees,orchids,
alocasiasand passiflora.Nearby you will find a mythological gardeninhabitedby gnomes,elfs,
fairies, magicianswitches,kings andqueensall figurestakenfrom ancientnaturalisticlegends Open:
Marchto Septemberdamto 12.30pmand2pmto 4.30pm.October9amto 12.30pmand2pmto 4pm.
Closed between November and March 1st. Tel. 049 8910189.
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The Spa Abano Terme and Montegrotto Terme

Abano Terme and Montegrotto Terme were known for their curative waters in Roman days, the
mineral-rich water comes subterraneously from the Alps and shoots to the surface at a temperature of
70-80 degrees. One of the best spa hotels in Abano Terme, the Hotel Ritz Terme, specialises in
therapeutic (fango, galvanotherapy, lymphatic draining, massages, hot baths and more) as well as
wellness and beauty treatments (sauna, steambath, solarium, facials and more). For more information
and prices their website is www.ritz.it.

Panoramic route to Vicenza: taketo roadwhich from Montegaldaturnsleft towardsVicenza.lt will
take you along the banksof the Berica and shortly beforeyou reachVicenzapastthe famousVilla
Rotonda by Palladio. On the way, in Montegalda, you will come past the excellent trattoria Culatta..

Visiting this Region with Children

Venetia is rich in attractive sightseeing destinations which are also fun for children. First of all of
course Venice, where children can run and play without any danger of being hurt by cars. A journey in
a Gondola along the canals is a magical experience which a child will remember all his life.

For the older ones the arena of Verona recalls the roman gladiators. But also medieval castles can be
fun. Following castles are in the immediate vicinity:

Castello di San Martino: very closeto Frassanellethe oldestpart of this small castlegoesbackto the
year 1000. Later on the Carraresiamplified the building. The Venetiansusedit as a port alongthe
river. Today the building hasbeentransformedinto a museumof the river Bacchiglionewith finds
going from the age of iron to the middle ages.

Gettingthere:turn to theright towardsPadovaat the traffic lights in FossonaThe first toadto the left
is Via SanMartino, the castleis a little futher down this road. The castleand the museumare open
April 1st to December 31st. Saturday 3pm to 7pm, Sunday 9an to 7pm. Tel. 049 9915425.

The Castello Cataio is situatedin the immediatevicinity of Frassanellebesidethe EuganearHills,
on the main Padua-Rovigaoad. Its builder, Pio EneaObizzi, inventor of the howitzer (Ital. olbice),
took partin the siegeof Lepanto(1571)in which the Turks weredefeatedThis explainsthe somewhat
Oriental,fortress-likearchitecture The park is magnificentwith a pondcoveredin waterlilies, in the
shadeof massive centuries-oldrees.With their waxy leavesandtheir showy flowers the magnolias,
in particular, catchthe eye. The castellois openbetweenFebruary15" and November30", twice
weekly on Tuesday and Sunday from 3pm to 7pm. Tel. 049 9100411.

Ca' Marcello Only afew kilometressouthof the CastelloCataio,in Monselice lies the Caarcello.

Ca'is the Venetiansabbreviationfor Casa- an understatemerihdeed,for this is the heavily fortified

castleof Ezzelinolll daRomano.a local tyrantin the 13th century.The Ca'Marcellois the only well

preservedexampleof alordly residenceof thaterain the Veneto.Remarkabletoo, arethe six chapels
on the Via Sacraalongsidethe castlehill. Openfrom April 1stto Novemberllth. Guidedtoursat
9am, 10am, 11am, 3pm, 4pm, and 5pm. Closed on mondays. Tel. 0429 72931.

Castello di San Zeno, Montagnana: The castle of S. Zeno rises in the place of an early medieval
installation that wasthe residence of the heirs of Ugo the Great of Tuscany, who later became marquis
of Este. The present building goes back for the most part to the 13th century when Ezzelino, after
putting Montagnana to flames in 1242, decided to rebuild and fortify the town. The building has a
rectangular plan with an ample inner courtyard. Till the early 19th century, the castle was surrounded
by a ditch, and also comprised towers. Originally the drawbridge that crossed the ditch giving
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entrance to the city, led probably into the inner courtyard of the castle. When Padua, Verona and the
other cities in Veneto were subdued by Venice and stopped their never-ending mutual struggles,
Montagnana flourished thanks to its agricultural production, especially hemp. The castle of San Zeno
was then turned into a deposit of hemp and even troop lodging. When the Austrians took over Veneto
(Napoleon gave the area to them with the Campoformio Treaty, betraying the Venetian republic) and
still later on with the kingdom of Italy and until the First World War the castle continued to be used as
military lodgings.

Castello di San Pelagio: on the sameroad betweenPadovaand Rovigo, north of the Castellodel
Cataio, you will find the interestingMuseum of the Air (Museo dellOAria),which assembles
documentsmodelsandaeroplanegrom the time of Leonardoda Vinci to our days.You will find the
exposition about Gabriele DOAnnunzio highly interesting. It was here that he planned his famous flight
to Viennain 1918.0Open:all weekexceptfor Monday,9amto 12.30pmand2pmto 6 or 7pm.Tel. 049
9125008.

The gardens of Villa Barbarigo, Valsanzibio: In the 16000 ntonio Barbarigo,brotherof St.
Gregorio,enlargenedand transformedthe exterior of the villa by drawing out a large water garden
inspiredby the antigueRomans.The gardenis decoratedvith 70 statuesof which 40 are attributedto
Marengo. Furthermore there are 4 ponds, 3 water follies, 16 fountains and a boxwood maze.
Getting there:from Luvigliano drive towardsTorregliaand then Valsanzibio.Openfrom March to
November, 9am to 1pm and 2pm until sunset. Tel. 049 9130042.

Butterfly Arc: in Montegrotto Terme a vast greenhousas the habitat of 100 different types of
butterfliesfrom all over the world. Visitors can wanderthroughthis oasisof palmtrees,orchids,
alocasiasand passiflora.Nearby you will find a mythological gardeninhabitedby gnomes,elfs,
fairies, magicianswitches,kings andqueensall figurestakenfrom ancientnaturalisticlegends Open:
Marchto Septemberdamto 12.30pmand2pmto 4.30pm.October9amto 12.30pmand2pmto 4pm.
Closed between November and March 1st. Tel. 049 8910189.

Gardaland, Peschiera sul lago di Garda: Gardalands a sortof Italian Disneylandon the shoresof
Lake Garda.
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